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in the United States, but is technically still under copyright in England
and other Union countries. Attempts to revise our law to make it con-
form to that of the majority of the countries of the International Copy-
right Union have been defeated on the grounds that the author who
has been injudicious in disposing of his property in the first term
should have an opportunity to protect himself in the second term.
This is more fully discussed under Renewals.

The copyright on a bobk 'first published' (or simultaneously pub-
lished) in a foreign country is protected according to the laws of that
country. However, unpublished works by American authors that have
been copyrighted in the United States are protected in British coun-
tries only for the life of their American copyright, If they are 'first
published' in Canada or Great Britain, they are protected there for
50 years after the death of the author. The Buenos Aires Convention
ruled that the copyright term of any book should in no case be
longer in any country than in the country of origin, but that individual
members could apply such domestic terms as they desired. Copyright
duration in various countries is given in the table on pages 104-5.

The copyright term of a book on which an ad interim copyright
was secured before the publication of its American edition starts with
its cfirst publication/ presumably abroad. The term for a work copy-
righted in manuscript and that is later published starts from its first
registration rather than its publication date.

The fact that a book goes out of print does not affect the term of its
copyright. Even though it sold but a few copies and went out of print
within a month of publication, its copyright would continue through-
out the full term of 28 years, subject to renewal during the final year.
It is never safe to assume that a copyright has lapsed because (a) the
book is out of print; (b) no copies are available; (c) the author is no
longer living; (d) the publisher is no longer in business; (e) no de-
scendants or heirs of the author can be located; (f) no one answers
your letters requesting permission to reprint